2019
The Recreation.gov website is new this year!
1. When you sign into the website, it will make
you change your password.
2. They say the website works best with Chrome.
Be careful with Firefox if you use it! Upgrade to
the latest version, or you might lose your site if
you get one! (See Slide 9)
3. The pages have been redesigned, and the
navigation is different. Make sure to practice
before February 15!
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Yosemite Campsite Reservation Instructions
Reservation website: www.recreation.gov
Before February 15:
1. Create one member account for each PC you will use on
Feb. 15
2. Practice making a reservation several times!
On February 15:
1. Sign in to the website at 6:45 AM
2. Enter the campground name and start date
3. Select the site you want
4. Start clicking ‘Book Now’ at 6:58 as fast as you can
5. If you don’t get a site when they are released at 7:00,
quickly pick another site and try to book it (page 6 or 8)
6. If you do get a site, you have 15 minutes to complete the
reservation, so relax, you’re going camping! (page 9-10)
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Log in, Select Campground & start date

After you log in, the main page now
says your name, like “Garth H.”.

Enter campground name and click
“Search”

Search Results page. Enter start date
and end date.
Click “View Details” next to “Upper Pines”
to continue.
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Upper Pines page

This is the main information page for Upper
Pines. From here, you can either click “Show
Sites” or “Check Availability”. Practice with
each method to see which one you prefer.
Method 1 is probably easier, Method 2 gives
you a better view of available dates.

Method 1
Method 2
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Method 1: Show Sites
Book Now page

This is what you see if you clicked
“Show Sites”. THIS IS WHERE
YOU NEED TO BE BY 6:58 AM!!
Before 6:58, click “Book Now” for
the site you want every minute to let
the server know that you’re still
here.
At 6:58, start clicking the “Book
these Dates” button as fast as you
can – about every second. Until the
sites are released at 7:00, you will
get a message that the sites are not
released yet.
At 7:00, you will either get the site,
like Slide 9, or someone else got
the site, like Slide 6.
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Method 1: Show Sites
Oh no! Someone else
got my site!
If someone else clicked
before you did, you will see
this message.
Immediately click the
“Reload this page” icon.
Pick another site QUICKLY
and click “Book Now”.
If this site is also taken,
repeat these 2 clicks
quickly until you either get
a site, or there are no more
campsites available when
you click the “Reload this
page” icon (probably less
than one minute).
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Method 2: Check Availability
Book Now page

THIS IS WHERE YOU NEED TO
BE BY 6:58 AM!!

Click the “A” for the date you want
to check in next to the site you
want, and the “A” for the date you
want to check out.

Click the date in the header to move
available sites to the top of the list.

Before 6:58, click “Book Now” for
the site you want every minute to let
the server know that you’re still
here.
At 6:58, start clicking the “Book
Now” button as fast as you can –
about every second. Until the sites
are released at 7:00, you will get a
message that the sites are not
released yet.
At 7:00, you will either get the site,
like Slide 9, or someone else got
the site, like Slide 8.
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Method 2: Check Availability
Oh no! Someone else got
my site!
If someone else clicked
before you did, you will see
this message.
Immediately click “Continue
Shopping”, then the
“Reload this page” icon.
Sort by the date column,
select date range for the
site you want, and click
“Book Now”.
If this site is also taken,
repeat these steps quickly
until you either get a site, or
there are no more
campsites available
(probably less than one
minute).
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Order Details page - Yay! We’re going camping!
If you see this page, you got the site! Fill out
occupants and equipment. Scroll to bottom, check
the “I have read” box, and click “Proceed to Cart”.
You have 15 minutes to complete this page.

If you use Firefox, get to this page,
and get a message that you can’t
continue because Firefox is out of
date, don’t despair! Open Chrome or
IE on this PC or go to a different PC,
sign into your recreation.gov account,
and click the cart icon. You should be
able to continue checking out.
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Finish the Purchase
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